
 

San Diego Public Library Foundation 
820 E. Street / San Diego, CA 92101-6478 

(619) 238-6638 / www.supportmylibrary.org 

  
 

New Central Library Frequently Asked Questions 
 
 
 

Now is the time to build the long overdue new Central Library. The Central Library is the 
heart of the City’s 35-branch Library system and the current 57-year old facility no 
longer adequately supports the branches. San Diego can provide a healthy new heart for 
the system and create a vibrant cultural, literacy, education and civic center for the 
region without issuing bonds or requiring additional General Fund spending for at least 
the first five years of operation. More than $157 million is already earmarked for this 
project from the State Library, Centre City Development, the City Schools and private 
donors. San Diego should capitalize on this opportunity to build this long-needed new 
civic asset that will benefit all of San Diego for decades to come.  

 
 
 

1. Why are libraries as important today as ever? READ… 
2. How does the Central Library support the branch libraries? READ… 
3. Do we need a new Central Library? READ… 
4. What is the vision for the new facility? READ… 
5. What is the history of this project? READ… 
6. Why is a charter high school being located at the new Central Library? READ… 
7. Why build this project now? READ… 
8. How much will it cost to build this facility? READ… 
9. How will the project be funded? READ… 
10. What is the timeline for building the new Central Library? READ… 
11. How much will it cost to operate this facility? READ… 
12. What has already been spent on the project and where did those funds come from? READ… 
13. Does the proposed location make sense and is it functional? READ… 
14. Who will the Central Library serve? READ… 
15. Will this be an energy efficient building? READ… 
16. How can I help support the San Diego Public Library and this project? READ… 

 
 

1. Why are libraries as important today as ever? 
 
 Libraries are the only place providing free, equal and comprehensive access to 

information and resources.  
o A 2007 Gates Foundation study that libraries are the sole source of employment 

and education information for millions of Americans.3 
 Library programs and resources are more popular than ever. 

o Last fiscal year, Library circulation was at a historic high and was 19.5 percent 
higher than a decade ago.1 
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o Last fiscal year, each of San Diego’s 1.3 million people2 checked out nearly six 
items per person (5.7 items each).1 

o Attendance at Library-sponsored literacy, cultural and educational programs is 
up more than 27 percent in the last four years.1 

 The Internet complements, but cannot replace the library. 
o Not all information is on the Internet. 

 The American Library Association estimates only 8 percent of all 
professional journals are available on the Web4, and those that are 
available online are very expensive. An even smaller percentage of books 
are on the Internet. Of the estimated 100 million books in print since the 
beginning of movable type, just over one million have been digitized.5 
Jens Redmer, Director of Google Book Search, said, "The majority of 
Information lies outside the Internet."16 

o Providing free Internet access for all is a key part of the Library’s mission.  
 A 2010 study funded by the Gates Foundation20 found that nearly one-

third of Americans age 14 or older – roughly 77 million people – used a 
public library computer or wireless network to access the Internet in the 
past year. In 2009, as the nation struggled through a recession, people 
relied on library technology to find work, apply for college, secure 
government benefits, learn about critical medical treatments, and 
connect with their communities. 

 San Diego Public Library was among the nation’s first to provide wireless 
Internet access at all locations. 

 Last year there were more than 1.76 million Internet sign ups on one of 
the library’s 826 workstations—a 60 percent increase over five years 
ago.1  

 Libraries promote lifelong learning and contribute to childhood development.  
o A 2007 study6 warned that lower literacy and reading comprehension rates 

correlate to lower academic achievement, fewer job skills and less opportunity 
for personal advancement. The Library’s adult literacy program received an 
American Library Association 2006 Advancement of Literacy Award and was 
named a U.S. Department of Education model program. 

o Research indicates 85 percent of brain architecture is formed by age 3 to 4.7 A 
2003 Federal Reserve Bank report noted extraordinary returns on public 
investments in early childhood development, including better working public 
schools, more educated workers and less crime. With a myriad of special 
programs—including training in nutrition for children and parenting skills for 
adults—the library effectively promotes adult, family and juvenile literacy and 
life skills. 

 Libraries are much more than books. San Diegans meet at the library to hear great 
music, appreciate artwork and discuss critical issues.  

o A survey8 found attending library events is San Diegans second most popular 
cultural destination—ahead of museums, live concerts and theater 
performances. 
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o The Library is San Diego’s largest provider of free cultural programming with 
more than 7,000 cultural and educational events each year. 

o  The Visual Arts Program presents museum-quality art exhibitions and the 
Central Library and branches host regular, free music concerts. 

o The Central Library is home to unique treasures, including more than 23,000 
musical scores—an invaluable resource for musicians such as renowned Maestro 
Eduardo Muller who uses the scores collection when he guest conducts for the 
San Diego Opera. 

o The Wangenheim Room’s rare book collection includes thousands of historic, 
priceless artifacts from 4,000 year old Babylonian tablets to a rare and 
exquisitely illustrated 20th century manuscript of The Rubaiyat of Omar 
Khayyam. 

o The Baseball Research Center holds more than 500 reference books, biographies, 
video documentaries and feature films, including 34 volumes of historical 
scrapbooks donated by the Padres. 

 Libraries spur economic development and community revitalization. 
o A comprehensive 2004 study of investment in Florida public libraries showed 

there was a public return of $6.54 on every dollar invested.9  
 

 
2. How does the Central Library support the branch libraries?  
 

The Central Library is the heart of the San Diego Public Library system with each branch 
relying daily on the resources, collections, expertise and reference support of the Central 
Library. An investment in the new Central Library is an investment in the health of the 
entire system. The branch libraries need a strong Central Library because: 
 
 The /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ Ǉƭŀȅǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ƪŜȅ ǊƻƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΩǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ  

o Every item in the collections at branches—including books, DVDs, CDs and reference 
materials—is centrally selected, catalogued and processed through the Central 
Library’s services.   

o Central Library staff works with the professional staff at branches to develop a 
collection of books, periodicals, CDs and DVDs and reference materials unique to the 
needs of the community  

o The Central Library houses more than 500,000 unique titles, each of which can be 
delivered to any branch free of charge to patrons. Each year, the Central Library 
distributes more than 424,000 books, reference materials, CDs, DVDs and other 
materials to branches, including more than 86,000 items for children and teens. 

o The Central Library is home to some of the region’s most valuable archival 
resources, including the only patent depository south of Orange County and the 
original plans for Balboa Park buildings from the 1915 Pan Am Exhibition. 

o The Central Library’s highly specialized collections and programs in music, science, 
baseball research, government documents and rare and valuable books are an 
invaluable resource to San Diego Public Library branches and the entire region. 
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Additionally, extensive collections that support small business owners and 
entrepreneurs are available at the Central Library. 

o The online catalog and all databases and other electronic resources are managed 
from the Central Library. For example, Central Library staff selects and manages the 
popular eAudiobook and eBook collections. 

 Patrons at branches turn to the Central LibrarȅΩǎ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛȊŜŘ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ 
staff with their most advanced reference questions—more than 643,000 questions last 
fiscal year. 

 Programming for branch libraries is managed from the Central Library. For example, 
Central Library staff provides all the materials, incentives and planning for the popular 
Summer Reading Programs at branches. 

 Central Library staff provides technology support for computers, printers, free Wi-Fi 
Internet and self-check machines at branches. 

 The Central Library helps improve access for disabled patrons at branch libraries. 
Additionally, the Central Library’s ICAN Center houses specialized computer equipment 
for patrons with disabilities, including Low Vision Assistance, Developmental Disabilities 
Assistance and Mobility Assistance Computers. 

 The Central Library also serves as the local library for downtown business and industry 
and for ŘƻǿƴǘƻǿƴΩǎ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ.  Tourists visit the Central Library for Internet 
access and to learn of local resources and attractions. The Central Library accounts for 
approximately 3.5 times the circulation of the average branch.  

 
 
3. Do we need a new Central Library? 

 
The current Central Library was built 57 years ago to serve a population of only 466,000 
people. In Fiscal Year 1955 the attendance for the entire library system was 15,003.18  
Today, the City's population is 1.25 million people. Additionally, 574,000 people use the 
Central Library each year and the facility supports 35 branch libraries, more than three 
times the number than at its opening. The facility is beyond its capacity with 60 percent of 
the collections in basement storage areas10, off limits to the public. The building suffers 
from a decaying infrastructure, outdated plumbing, inefficient electrical systems, as well as 
obsolete heating and air systems that are costly to maintain. 
 
The existing Central building is 144,624 square feet gross, of which only 45,300 net square 
feet is accessible to the public. Square footage per capita is a common measure used to 
compare library facilities. San Diego’s current Central Library provides 0.11 square foot per 
capita. In comparison, the average of 30 central libraries serving the largest urban areas is 
0.42 square foot. 10 
 
It was recognized at the time of initial construction of the current Central building that the 
collection and seating needs would outgrow building capacity within a twenty-year period, 
and the design therefore allowed for two additional floors. However, changes in the City of 
San Diego Building Code prohibit construction of additional floors without bringing the 
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entire building into compliance with the current code, making vertical expansion on this site 
virtually impossible. Additionally, the building contains asbestos, which makes renovation 
difficult and very costly. The California State Library reviewed the conditions and reported: 
 
"This asbestos-laden structure is inefficient with limited capability for reconfiguring space 
for virtually any purpose."14  
 
The building design and its furnishings are outdated and present serious public service 
problems. There is a current inventory of 1,700,000 government documents of which more 
than 95 percent are also stored in the relatively difficult to access basement stacks.  
Over the years, Library collections have outgrown available space, and the current building 
lacks shelving capacity and room for growth. The Central Library was not designed for the 
extensive wiring necessary for commonplace technologies like Internet access computers 
and it is currently required to serve more than three times the number of branches as when 
it first opened. It has inadequate auditorium space for cultural events and minimal space for 
exhibits and displays to complement and promote collections.  

 
 

4. What is the vision for the new facility? 
 

The new Central Library will help San Diego achieve many of its most pressing civic 
objectives. The new facility allows the San Diego Public Library to adequately serve the 
branches’ and community’s needs for literacy, information and knowledge in the 21st 
century. Additionally, the building will be a new landmark—a civic icon that embodies San 
Diego's commitment to the future. The new Central Library will: 
 Provide improved access to information and resources. The new library will feature a 

collection of more than 1.2 million volumes, or 60 percent more than the current 
facility. The size of the children’s collection also will grow more than 68 percent.  

 Support student achievement region wide.   
o The highly visible, first-floor 9,141-square foot children’s area will be a must visit 

for San Diego’s youth. This area is more than three times larger than the one in 
the current Central Library. This area will allow access to more than 56,000 
children’s items.11  

o Additionally, there is a separate 3,797-square-foot teen center (versus the 1,240 
square feet allotted for teens in the current facility). In addition to a charter high 
school co-located on the site, the new Central Library will support all students in 
the region. The facility will feature a full-service homework center on the second 
floor with book collections, electronic resources, Internet access, homework 
assistance, tutoring and a volunteer program to support students’ homework 
and project needs.  

 Provide a venue for community meetings and gatherings. The Library will provide a 
community meeting and gathering space unlike any other downtown. On the ground 
level, large folding glass doors on the Library’s entrance open to the southern Garden 
Courtyard. Across the Garden Courtyard is a 350-seat, sloped-floor auditorium, which 
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also features large folding glass doors. During good weather, the entire facade between 
the auditorium and Courtyard opens to increase capacity and share activities. This 
outdoor room, shaded by large trees, will serve as San Diego's town square--a large 
adaptable space that can host large brown-bag concerts, author talks and civic events or 
more intimate gatherings. 

 Provide top-quality cultural and educational programming. Ample space will be 
allocated for the Library’s award-winning adult literacy program READ/San Diego, which 
is currently housed at the Valencia Park/Malcolm X Branch Library. The new library 
offers 3,000 square feet of gallery and exhibit space.  

 Allow equal access to key technologies. The library will make over 400 computers 
available to patrons, more than four times the number at the current Central Library. 
Free WiFi Internet will be available throughout the building, including in the six meeting 
rooms and 22 study rooms available for use. The new library also will take advantage of 
the latest technology for circulation and the automated return and sorting of materials 
using Radio Frequency Identification Technology. This will allow efficient movement of 
materials with less staff intervention, allowing the system to increase use without 
increasing staff for those functions. 

 Support people with special needs. The facility will feature accessible wheelchair 
ramps, wide-entrance doors, lower public service counters, adequate aisle space, ADA 
compliant restrooms and access to Public Access Computers, copy machines, computer 
terminals, and media equipment that accommodate all ADA requirements. The library 
will fully comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act as well as interpretive federal 
regulations or guidelines. 

 Have a three-story, Public Penthouse with a view of San Diego Bay. A great, airy, three-
story crystalline reading room anchors this penthouse and is shaded by the dome 
latticework overhead. A series of open terraces look down into the reading room and 
out to the city and bay beyond. A flexible, 400-seat multi-purpose room looks to the 
west. An art gallery with a vaulted ceiling faces the Park to the north. Completing the 
complex is a smaller public meeting room. This inviting space not only celebrates the 
central civic role of the modern library, but intrinsically links this primary cultural and 
educational resource to one of our greatest physical amenities: San Diego Bay.  

 Have an iconic latticework dome. Symbolically, the dome ties this building of our time 
to the regional architectural traditions of our past. Unique among civic architecture in 
the United States, the library's inside/outside latticework structure protects the public 
rooms and terraces from both the summer sun and cool bay breezes. Visually, it 
differentiates the Library from the commercial high-rises and hotels around it.  
 
 

5. What is the history of this project? 
 

The need for a new Central Library was evident as far back as the City’s adopted General 
Plan in 1971, and the need was confirmed in the 1977 Master Plan for the San Diego Public 
Library.11  Citizen committees have studied possible sites for the new main library through 
45 independent studies done over a 35-year period. Beginning in 1999, six potential 
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downtown sites were analyzed through public hearings and workshops.12 An extensive 
series of workshops were held with thousands of citizens. In 2001, the City Council reviewed 
the analysis on each of the sites along with associated costs, and unanimously re-affirmed 
that the City-owned, approximately 68,000 square feet site at Park Blvd and J Street was the 
best location. 

 
 
6. Why is a charter high school being located at the new Central Library? 
 

There is a recognized need for additional high school capacity downtown with San Diego 
and Lincoln High Schools beyond capacity. Many students who live in neighborhoods south 
of I-8 are now bused to schools north of Interstate 5. Additionally, renovations and 
expansion at Washington and Sherman Elementary Schools have eliminated the need for 
additional downtown elementary space in the immediate future. In late 2008, Library 
Director Deborah Barrow began discussions with San Diego Unified about the concept of 
building a high school at the new Central Library. Both parties recognized the special 
opportunity a high school on the site presents for both the library and school system and 
the vast and unique resources students and educators could capitalize upon.  
 
Additionally, this exciting proposal builds upon already planned features to serve the 43 
schools within two miles of the new Central Library, including an after school hours 
homework center. The proposed school is in keeping with existing partnerships among the 
schools and Library, such as the joint-use school-library project at the newly opened Logan 
Heights Branch Library located on the site of the Logan Heights Elementary School. 

 
 
7. Why build this project now? 
 

Now is the time to build this shovel-ready project because the land, majority of financing, 
design and even permits are all in place. 
 
Additionally, San Diego faces losing up to $77.5 million in committed funds if this project is 
delayed again -- $20 million in a State Library Grant money, $20 million from the San Diego 
Unified School District and up to $37.5 million in private donations.  
 
This project is crucial to the local economy, particularly at this time, and will have a 
significant impact on employment, wages and tax receipts. The new Central Library 
construction project is conservatively projected to generate 2,224 construction-related jobs, 
produce more than $122.19 million in wages for these workers and yield $42.14 million in 
local, state and federal tax receipts.  
 
See details below.   
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Employment Impact 

Direct, indirect and induced employment figures are derived from December 2008 
SANDAG economic impact multipliers developed for the San Diego region (see Figure 1 
below). Indirect impacts include business products, materials, and services supplied 
locally to support direct construction. Induced impacts include the expenditures of the 
wages and salaries of the employees involved in the direct and indirect activities.  
Only hard construction costs or $156,652,000 for the project were used to derive the conservative employment 
projection. 
 

 

 
Employment Impact of San Diego New Central Library Construction 

8.3 multiplier for direct jobs X 156.652 million = 1,300 jobs Direct employment multiplier (see Figure 1) 

2.2 multiplier for indirect jobs X $156.652 million = 344 jobs Indirect employment multiplier (see Figure 1) 

3.7 multiplier for induced jobs X $156.652 million = 580 jobs Induced employment multiplier (see Figure 1) 

2,224  jobs Total jobs 

 
Figure 1 

Multipliers for Economic Stimulus Projects  
(per $1 million of Expenditure) 

 

LOCAL PUBLIC WORKS    

 Employment Labor Income Taxes 

Municipal Buildings    

Direct 8.3 0.512  
Indirect 2.2 0.116  
Induced 3.7 0.152  

TOTAL 14.2 0.780 0.269 
 

SOURCE: SANDAG San Diego Regional Input-Output Model. San Diego Region Economic Stimulus Proposal, December 
5, 2008.  

 
Worker Income Impact 

Worker income includes all forms of employment income, including employee compensation, benefits and 
income received by self-employed individuals. 

0.780 multiplier for labor income (Figure 1) X $156.652 million = $122.19 million 
 
Tax Receipt Impact 

Includes receipts of local, state taxes and federal taxes.  
0.269 multiplier for tax receipts (Figure 1) X $156.652 million = $42.14 million 

 
 

8. How much will it cost to build this facility? 
 

In late April, Turner Construction delivered a guaranteed maximum price for the project 

below the 2005 estimate of $185 million. This price includes construction costs and other 

project costs, such as architectural and engineering fees, furniture, fixtures and equipment.  
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9. How will the project be funded? 
 

Currently, $147.5 million has been raised for construction of this project with an additional 
$10 million set aside for the first five years of operations. Centre City Development 
Corporation has allocated $80 million for construction. These funds are earmarked for 
downtown development and cannot be reassigned for uses beyond downtown. The 
California State Library has awarded San Diego a $20 million grant for the new Central 
Library. Once again, these funds are designated for this project and are not available for 
other uses. The San Diego Unified School District has approved $20 million for a 40-year 
lease on unused space on the sixth and seventh floors of the building for a charter high 
school. Finally, private donors have stepped forward to donate $37.5 million—$27.5 million 
of which is for construction. This is the highest level of private support ever for a public 
library capital project anywhere in the nation outside of New York City. To bring total 
commitments up to $185 million, the San Diego Public Library Foundation has committed to 
raising an additional $36 million by the end of construction.  
 

10. What is the timeline for building the new Central Library?  
 

Date Description 

6/23/09  Letter of Intent (LOI) approved by San Diego Unified School District Board of 

Directors 

7/7/09    Letter of Intent (LOI) approved by San Diego City Council 

7/23/09  $20 million grant for the new Central Library extended to August 1, 2010 

9/30/09  Council to enter contract with school district and amend contracts with 

architects and others to update specifications 

10/26/09  Council votes to move project to the construction bid phase 

4/10  Lease agreement with the School District approved by San Diego Unified 

School Board and the San Diego City Council, update on the results of the 

bidding process delivered to State Librarian.  

By 7/30/09 Construction contract awarded 

8/1/10 City Council approval on the construction contract and construction has begun  

1/30/13 Building completed 

7/30/13 New Central Library opens! 

 
 

11. How much will it cost to operate this facility? 
 
The new Central Library will cost $2.7 million more annually to operate than the current 
facility.13 These operational cost additions are the result of an increase in non-personnel 
expenses associated with a larger facility. The Library anticipates that the new Central 
Library will operate with the same number of staff as originally proposed for the Library in 
2005 – 82 full time employees (FTEs).13 This staffing level will be accomplished by 
reorganizing workgroups and cross training various sections in Adult Services, Youth 
Services, Collection, Cataloging and Processing and e-Services. The new library also is 
designed with fewer service points – 11 compared with 13 in the current facility. 
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Additionally, the new library will make use of technological assets to reduce staff time spent 
on checkouts, payment of fees and new library card applications. The Library will seek to 
achieve 90 percent use of express checkout, submission of library card applications online, 
payment of fines and other costs via credit card online and establishment of an e-Branch--a 
virtual branch to accommodate the increasing electronic resource needs of the public into 
the future. 

 
The Library will not require an increased commitment from the General Fund for the first 
five years of operation due to: 

¶ Private donations of $10 million for operation, which covers $2 million per year for the 
first five years of operation. 

¶ Consolidation of staffing units/reassignment of 7 full time equivalent (FTE) positions to 
bring staff up to 82 FTE. 

¶ Increased annual revenue of $825,000 from a variety of sources available in the new 
library, including parking fees on the two below-ground parking levels, facility rentals for 
private functions, a café and bookstore operations.  

 
 

12. What has already been spent on the project and where did those funds come from? 
 

Thus far, the City has spent just over $17 million on this project, including $2.4 million spent 
on work done on a previously considered site that was deemed inadequate. This $17 million 
has been paid through the $80 million commitment from Centre City Development to the 
project.15  
In a July 2009 memo to Council President Ben Hueso, the Director of City Engineering and 
Capital Projects, detailed those expenses15: 
 
Budget Expenditure for New Main Library 
Project Element Funds   Expended 
Expenditures on previous site Prior to FY 2000  $2,447,200 
Design and Architectural Consultants   $11,100,327 
Permits and fees  $673,223 
Construction for Site Remediation/Chilled water Line  $1,704,941 
Preconstruction Services/ Design Review  $887,366 
Project Management and Administration  $505,292 

Public Art/Design Services  $122,722 
TOTAL Funds Expended  $17,441,071 
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13. Does the proposed location make sense and is it functional? 
 

Forty-five separate studies were conducted over the last 35 years to select the PERFECT 
site.  Extensive community input was obtained with all major stakeholders in agreement.  In 
2001, the Park-to-Bay site was unanimously selected by the Mayor and City Council as the 
best site for the new Central Library. The Friends of the Library and Board of Library 
Commissioners endorsed this site.  The site is City-owned and is slightly larger than a full 
city block, approximately 68,000 plus square feet.   

 
Following the extensive study and public input, the site at Park Boulevard and 11th Ave. in 
East Village near Petco Park was selected as superior because it is: 

¶ Convenient to public transit and freeways.11  Te new Central Library will have 
exceptional public access transit! Currently, 12 bus routes serve the proposed site and 
include Routes 1, 3, 4, 5, 11, 16, 29, 901, 902, 903, and include two Express routes (40 
and 70), which travel the easternmost part of the City to downtown during peak 
commuting times. The number of buses passing near the library site range from 11 
buses per hour during the evening weekend hours to 26 buses per hour prior to 3 p.m. 
on weekdays. Two new bus stops will be directly across the street from the site. There 
are two trolley stations, only two blocks north and south of the site. This light rail transit 
system travels from San Ysidro, just north of the Mexico border, throughout the San 
Diego region, to locations such as: San Diego City College, major shopping malls, San 
Diego State University, the eastern communities of Lemon Grove, Santee, La Mesa and 
El Cajon. The trolley runs along 12th Avenue adjacent to the east side of the Library site. 
Additionally, a stop for the Coaster, a heavily used commuter train service between 
Oceanside and San Diego, is within a half-mile of the site, and the Amtrak train station is 
less than one mile away. 

¶ A connector for communities and cultures. In the fastest growing residential area in the 
City with more than 50,000 residents are projected to live in downtown by 2025. 

¶ In the heart of commerce and business for the San Diego region. More than 75,000 
employers and employees do business and that number is expected to more than 
double by 2020. 

¶ Centrally located in the redevelopment area. The site is located in the highly developed 
East Village District. 

¶ Located along the new Park-to-Bay promenade. The $130 million Park-to-Bay 
promenade, will serve as a major urban design element linking San Diego's most visible 
and valuable natural resources, Balboa Park and San Diego Bay. The link includes a 
pedestrian-oriented, tree-lined boulevard with widened sidewalks, creating an 
extension of the park. The Library site is at the "node" where the link changes direction, 
and will be a focal point. There is a "view corridor" down Park Boulevard from the 
Library to the terminus at a major public plaza on the Bay, which will include prominent 
public art. 

¶ The most financially favorable location. This has significant economic advantages since 
it is City-owned site.  

http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=park+blvd.+and+11+ave.,+san+diego,+ca&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=30.737461,56.337891&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=Park+Blvd+%26+N+11th+Ave,+San+Diego,+California+92101&ll=32.707984,-117.154309&spn=0.003981,
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¶ A family-friendly destination. With ample free parking in and around the site, and 
designed to present abundant programs and exhibitions, the Library will be an easily 
accessible destination for family activities.  

¶ Sufficiently large enough for a fully functional library with on-site parking. In a dense 
urban core such as San Diego's downtown, it is unusual to find a site that will 
accommodate close to a city block of library space. 

 
 
14. Who will the Central Library serve? 
 

The Central Library is the heart of the San Diego Public Library system and a new facility will 
better support:  
 The entire 35-branch San Diego Public Library system (READ MORE).  
 The 43 schools within two miles, including Brooklyn, Sherman and Washington 

Elementary; Roosevelt Junior High and Garfield, Monarch, San Diego and the new 
charter high school. San Diego City College is only a mile away.  

 This facility will serve as the branch for the one of the county’s fastest growing 
populations—downtown residents.17 Between 2005 and 2010, the number of 
downtown residents is projected to grow more than 40 percent and by 2020 more 
than 96,000 people (visitors and workers) are expected to visit downtown each day.   

 The Central Library holds unique resources and regional assets available to everyone 
in Southern California, including the only patent and trademark depository in the 
region, a vast collection of the region’s historical archives, such as the original plans 
for Balboa Park and the headquarters for the Serra Cooperative Library Systems, 
which is a network of 14 public library systems in San Diego and Imperial counties.  

 Visitors – In 2008 San Diego had 15.2 million visitors.18 Visitors use the programs and 
services at Central Library including using computers to check email, using our free 
wireless connection for their computers, referring to travel guides, maps and phone 
books of the area, checking transit schedules, and asking library staff about 
entertainment and attractions in San Diego.  

 Businesses – The Central Library provides information to businesses both local and 
out of the area including:  

o Business Publications - Information on business startup, marketing, 
technology, and finance.  

o Business Reference and Research Assistance - Answers to business 
information questions. Help with print and online resources. 

o Business Resources & Technology Link outreach assistance for small 
businesses.  

o Online Business Articles & Databases as well as business guides, brochures 
and publications about business research and job search resources.  

o Federal, State and Local Tax Information  
 
 
 

http://www.sandiego.gov/public-library/services/businesstech.shtml
http://www.sandiego.gov/public-library/catalog-databases/dbbusiness.shtml
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15. Will the new Central Library be energy efficient? 
 
The energy efficient design of the building and technological advances, such as the use of 
photovoltaic cells, will allow the City to pursue a LEED Silver status for this project, making 
the building one of the most efficient public buildings in California.  
 Advances will be included such as a computerized SMART energy meter that will 

turn off the lights when there is sufficient natural light. Design of energy efficient, 
well focused interior and exterior lighting provides extensive use of day lighting and 
reduces the night sky light pollution. Long-life florescent bulbs that last for 35,000 
hours, occupancy and daylight sensors, and task lighting also contribute to the 
efficiency of this green building. Combined energy efficient systems will generate 
approximately 15 percent of the total energy needs for the building. 

 Technology will be incorporated into the library structure and ensure that devices 
and networks will be accessible, upgradeable and replaceable without disrupting the 
interior of the building or library services. 

 Other energy efficient features include waterless and low flow plumbing fixtures, 
high efficiency variable drive mechanical components, direct digital controls and 
energy monitoring systems, shading devices on sun exposed facades, reflective 
roofing materials, high performance glazing, and natural ventilation.  

 Computers throughout the library will have low energy consuming and space saving 
LED flat panel monitors. Desktop computers will be small form factor or ultra small 
form factor to further reduce energy costs. 11   

 Judicious landscape and exterior surfacing design reduces the cooling load on the 
new Central Library and neighboring buildings. A drip irrigation system and drought-
tolerant and indigenous plants also reduce water needs. 

 Low-VOC emitting materials and finishes and products made from recycled materials 
means less energy is used in the extraction and processing of raw materials needed 
for this building.  

 
 
16. How can I help support the San Diego Public Library and this project? 

 
The mission of the San Diego Public Library Foundation is to create, steward, and support an 
excellent free public library system by generating private sector support to supplement 
funding by the government. The Foundation secures private support for the entire San 
Diego Public Library system, including efforts to build its new Central Library. Individuals 
interested in providing financial support for neighborhood branches, specific Library 
programs or the new Central Library project can make a contribution online or may contact 
Executive Director Jay Hill by email or at 619-236-5861. For more information on funding 
opportunities for the new Central Library, VISIT HERE. 

 
Project supporters can also become a member of the Friends Library Advocacy group. These 
advocates receive regular e-mail communications about Library issues and deliver the 

https://www.supportmylibrary.org/donate_online.php
mailto:jhill@supportmylibrary.org?subject=Supporting%20the%20San%20Diego%20Public%20Library
https://www.supportmylibrary.org/centrallibrary/funding
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library's message to elected officials, media, neighbors and community leaders. To join this 
network, enter your e-mail here. 
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