
A Charter High School at   
San Diego’s New Central Library 
 
“The Central Library Charter High School will become a national model because of 
its innovative approach, stakeholder collaboration, and flexibility to meet student 
needs.” Jed Wallace, President and CEO, California Charter School Association 
 

 
San Diego’s new Central Library will be a center for literacy 

and learning, providing information and knowledge for the 

entire San Diego region.  Central to this mission is an onsite 

charter school to serve 400+ high school students.  
 

This High School is receiving attention throughout the 

country as a National Model. The proposed charter high 

school meets a long-recognized need to serve an urban high 

school population. More than 84 percent of students served 

in this area qualify for free and reduced student lunches 

and 73 percent are Hispanic, both rates well above 

District and state averages. More than 52 percent of the 

high school students living downtown—more than 2,800 

—must attend high schools outside downtown, many bused to schools far from downtown.  

 

A unique collaboration resulting in a  

high-quality charter high school 
 

The San Diego Unified School District and the City of San Diego are 

cooperatively developing a high quality, high performing charter high 

school serving the students of the downtown and San Diego area. With 

its access to vast educational resources this school will serve as a national 

model in college and career readiness. 
 

Numerous leaders with a wide range of business and education expertise 

are cooperatively developing the school’s design and themes using these guiding principles: 
 

The school will foster a culture and climate of success by:  

¶ Delivering a “multiple pathways” approach to college and career readiness. 

¶ Creating a college-going expectation with opportunities for dual enrollment at the nearby community 

college.  

¶ Promoting 21st century career-readiness by incorporating team- and project-based learning.   

¶ Structuring the design of the school to provide deep support for all levels of learners. 

¶ Fostering internships and hands-on learning experiences that capitalize on the school’s proximity to the 

downtown business, social and civic community.  

¶ Providing an adaptable learning environment, such as a flexible school day which allows for internships, 

mentorships, job shadowing and other creative learning experiences. 

¶ Supporting teachers’ professional development, collaboration, evaluation and effective teaching 

techniques that address preparing more students for college and career success. 

New Central Library construction will begin this 

summer with the grand opening in summer, 2013. 

 



¶ Focusing on literacy, including traditional literacy (math, reading and writing literacy), but also digital 

literacy (using the internet and computer with knowledge and wisdom), social literacy (learning within 

the context of the community; honoring the culture of the students) and second language literacy. 
 

The school’s design will incorporate the fabric of downtown by: 

¶ Embracing the unique location in the region’s civic and economic heart. 

¶ Using downtown as a classroom.  

¶ Introducing the importance and experience of an urban core into the learning. 
 

The school will engage students as future leaders in our businesses and community by considering the 

following themes: 

¶ Civic and Urban Core, such as Civic Responsibility; Civil Engineering; Community Leadership; Democracy 

and Government; International Relations; Public Service; Urban Architecture and Design; and, Urban 

Planning and Development. 

Á Economic Drivers, such as Bio Tech; Green Tech; Health Sciences; Information Systems; STEAM (STEM 

plus the Arts); and, Tourism. 

Á High School Student Interests, such as Communications including broadcasting and Digital Media 

including web design. 
 

Unique and progressive opportunities 
 

Students and teachers will enjoy unprecedented access to the Library’s 

technological, research and educational resources, including:  

¶ More than 1.2 million volumes in the Library’s collection. 

¶ A vast array of technological resources, including 407 public 

computers and a computer and electronic training area with 

resources for teaching computer proficiency. 

¶ 22 Wi-Fi enabled study rooms. 

¶ A teen center with resources specific to the educational and college 

preparation needs of high school students.  

¶ A homework center with collections, tutoring services, Internet 

access and electronic resources tailored to support students’ 

homework and project needs. 

¶ On-site professional literacy services from the Library’s award-

winning literacy program. 
 

Process 
 

The Center for Education Policy and Law (CEPAL) at the University of San Diego is managing the 
development process for the new charter school under the leadership of its director Scott Himelstein, 
former Deputy Secretary of Education and later Acting Secretary of Education for the State of California. 
 

CEPAL recently completed stakeholder interviews with business, community and education leaders to 
refine the school’s learning design and programmatic themes and to help identify downtown opportunities. 
Currently in development are a non-profit corporation to direct the school, a Board of Trustees and a 
Founding Team to develop the charter petition. By summer of 2010, the Founding Team will submit a 
petition to the California Charter School Association with submission of the charter petition to the San 
Diego Unified School District by early October 2010. 
 

 
For more information, visit SupportMyLibrary.org/ Phone (619) 238-6638 / 820 E Street, San Diego, CA 92101 
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library presents unique educational 

opportunities not possible at alternate 

high school locations. 


