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T he San Diego Public Library broke
ground in November for a beautiful
new facility to better serve the needs

of Logan Heights. The current Logan
Heights Branch Library is 3,967 square
feet and has a collection of 40,691 items—
making it among the Library’s smallest
branches. The quickly growing Logan

Heights area
needs a new,
technological-
ly updated and
properly
stocked
Library.

The new
two-story branch will be 25,000
square-feet—six times the size
of the existing branch. The
Library is a joint-use project
between the San Diego Public
Library and the San Diego
Unified School District and is
part of the Memorial Park
“super block,” with Memorial
Charter Middle School and
Logan Elementary School as
neighbors. Funding for the

$12.2 million project comes from a $5.25 million state
library grant, with additional support from the First 5
Commission of San Diego County, developer fees, and fed-
eral funding.

The Logan Heights Branch Library serves a community
that is 68 percent Hispanic. The Library is designed to be a
place where all residents can celebrate their cultural her-
itage. A “Centro Cultural” community galleria/exhibit area
will provide space for special events and enrichment and
learning activities. The book collection will grow by 80 per-
cent and will feature the San Diego Public Library’s largest
Spanish-language collection.

The branch will feature a state-of-
the-art computer lab with 35 comput-
ers and specialized software for teach-
ing technology to young students.
There will be an additional 31 public
access computers at the branch.

Also planned is a Preschooler’s
Door to Learning Centers designed
exclusively for children age 5 and
younger, their parents and caregivers.
The center will promote school readi-
ness and allow children to discover
the pleasures of reading and learning.
The Library is scheduled for comple-
tion in 2009. !Qué bueno¡ Third graders from Logan Heights Elementary

perform at the groundbreaking.

Logan Heights Branch
Manager Sara King and Logan
Heights Friends of the Library
President Pedro Moreno.

Former Library Commission
Chairman Jim Dawe with California
State Library Facilities Consultant
Bessie Condos. Mr. Dawe chaired the
campaign to pass Proposition 14, the
California bond act that funds con-
struction and renovation of public
libraries, including the Logan Heights
branch. Mr. Dawe’s son Jeremy
worked tirelessly in Sacramento for
the Proposition’s passage in 2000.
Jeremy passed away unexpectedly
earlier this year at age 28 and was
honored at the groundbreaking cere-
mony. 
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Breaking Ground in Logan Heights
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Logan Heights Celebrates 80th Birthday!
Originally opened at 28th and March in 1915, the Logan
Heights Branch was the San Diego Public Library’s fourth. The
branch moved in 1917 and outgrew that space before in 1927
relocating to the current building which was built for $17,840.
As part of the birthday celebration, the City Council named
November 17 “Friends of Logan Heights Library Day.”

 



A Message
from
The City
Librarian
Anna Tatár, Director, 
San Diego Public Library

A s a librarian I know the power of reading and I have
seen it transform lives. A recent National Endowment
for the Arts report, To Read or Not to Read, demon-

strates the importance of reading not only for readers of all
ages, but for society as a whole. The report found an alarm-
ing drop in reading in the last 10 years, particularly among
teenage and adult Americans. Lower literacy and reading
comprehension correlate to lower academic achievement,
fewer job skills, and less opportunity for personal advance-
ment. Having a less skilled workforce has an economic
impact on communities. Less skilled readers are also less
likely to actively engage in social, cultural and civic activi-
ties. Non-readers are less likely to volunteer or attend con-
certs and theatre. They are also less likely to vote, which
has far reaching implications for democracy. 

These findings are a wake up call for us as a society. The
San Diego Public Library plays an extremely valuable role
to turn this situation around by supporting a culture of read-
ing with programs such as One Book, One San Diego, our
summer reading program, and our adult literacy program
READ/San Diego.

The new Logan Heights Branch Library (see page 1) is
adjacent to the Logan Heights Elementary School and
Memorial Charter Middle School and will be the seventh
library opened or expanded as part of the 21st Century
Library Plan—following on the heels of the newly opened
North University Community Branch Library in September
(see page 4). Both of these new libraries will help assure

that children’s love of reading will continue through the
critical teenage years that helps set the tone for the rest of
their lives. Please join us in extending our reach with addi-
tional books, programs and other resources to help this
future generation of readers flourish.   

DONOR PROFILE

Richard and Judy Eby
Volunteers, Donors, Carnegie Society Members

J udy and Richard Eby have always loved libraries.
While a United Airlines pilot, Richard often visited
libraries during his layovers, making a beeline for avia-

tor biographies or naval histories. Judy, educator and author
of nine books, heads straight for the new fiction, and is
proud her books are available in the Library’s collection.
She is deeply involved in the Point Loma/Hervey library.
She serves on the board of the Friends of the Library, writes

their newsletter, organizes a con-
cert series and leads weekly
story time for toddlers. 

Inspired by the Hervey fami-
ly’s generosity and support of
the Library, Judy and Richard
donated a piano to Point Loma
in 2003. They have since given
pianos to schools and libraries
where their children and grand-
children live. 

The next year, Judy organized the Peninsula Singers, a
community choir for highschoolers to octogenarians. “The
choir is the essence of what libraries are about—to allow
people of all ages to continue growing and expanding their
horizons at any age,” said Judy.

Judy and Richard also actively support the entire system
by attending programs at other branches and donating for
books, equipment, and programs system wide. They believe
a Central Library represents what the city treasures, and are
eager to see progress on the project.

Judy and Richard find it very rewarding to see the joy
that their donations bring to others—not only pianos, but
also funds to enhance collections or support children’s pro-
gramming.  

When they learned about the Carnegie Society’s found-
ing in 2005, they became Charter Members. “With what we
have left at the end of our lives, it brings us a kind of secret
sense of satisfaction and happiness to know that it will be
used to build libraries and library collections for all the
people of San Diego,” said Judy. The Library appreciates
the dedication, devotion, and donations of these two library
lovers! 

We just learned that Richard died December 10 after a
long illness, with his family gathered around. Our
heartfelt condolences to all whose lives he touched.
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A QUARTERLY PUBLICATION OF  SAN DIEGO PUBLIC LIBRARY & FOUNDATION

WINTER 2007
The San Diego Public Library Foundation is a 
registered 501(c)(3) charitable organization.
The Library subscribes to the Association of Fundraising Professional’s
Donor Bill of Rights and is committed to maximizing the effectiveness
of donor contributions. A copy of the Library Foundation’s latest finan-
cial reports is available by request.

News and Upcoming Events
For more Library news and information, call or stop by your local library
or visit the Library’s website at www.sandiegolibrary.org and subscribe
to Library Connection, the monthly online newsletter with lots of infor-
mation on upcoming events.
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This information is available in alternative
formats upon request.

Judy and Richard Eby with one
of their donated pianos.



$1,000 and above
Lillian G. Daughdrill
Phillip L. Green
Nancy & Alan Spector & Family

$500 to $999
Fred and Roben Gerson
Milton Goldwasser
Khanh T. Hoang
Gerald Johns
Pershing Vartanian

$150 to $499
Patricia and Richard Amtower
Michael and Alyce Archuleta
Esther Boxer and Frank Stuart
Capt. and Mrs. Thomas C. Crane
Saurabh K. Desai and Maushumi 

Dilipkumas
Bruce S. Duncan
Myriam Easton
Nancie Glidden Pfingsten
Anna Hazlewood
Erzsebet and Kalman Holdy
Jay Ittleson
Curtis Loer and Linda E. Fitts
Tom and Michelle McKinney
Tom and Susie Montgomery
Ms. Dee B. Noble
Rubin and Kitty Olsher
Barbara Oswalt
George Perkins
Peter and Lorraine Peterson
David J. Pettitt and Carleen L. 

Blackburn
Janet L. Robbins
Mark and Paula Robertson
Patricia B. Sales
Michael B. Wallace
Virginia Welch
Raymond Wolfgang

$100 to $149
Anonymous
Bob and Janet Beck
Shawna and Brad Branton
Ted and Sumie Childers
Steven W. Couvelis
Sylvia Day
Frank Dore

Romilya M. Driese
Cathy and Mark Edgar
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Epsten
Karyn S. Farr and Donald F. 

Berkebile
Samuel S. Fisher
Frank and Mary Ann Fornaca
George and Sandra Gerrard
Zoltan and Agnes Gidofalvi
Margaret M. Hamilton
Robert W. Heidrich
Paul T. Herron
Graham Humphrey Jr.
Steven and Jill Kaplan
Peter Koeppe and Jane Boyd
James and Janice Kruest
Ping-Hui and Run Ku
Ron and Estelle Lauer
Paul Lebuhn
Ernest Ledterman
Charles and Norma Lehman
Hilde M. Lehmann
James and Melinda Lim
A. C. Lubar
Julie M. McKane
Harold O. McNeil
Tessa A. McRae
Kevin and Miriam Munnelly
Teri Nelson

Joanne M. Odenthal
Calvin Y. Onaka
Samuel and Mark Rapaport
Bill and Alice Roth
Philip Schey
Karen A. Schrader
Craig T. Scott
Shrinath and Arundhati Shenoy
Anna L. Skalak
Marion Spicer
Hubert and Ellen Sturtevant
Shirley Sykes
Curtis and Raenell Transue
Raymond and Pamela Volker
Clarence and Patsy Wagner
Patricia E. Warren
Bamby Werner
Jane Yagade

Thank you to the following
organizations that provided
in-kind support:
Advanced Marketing Services
AMN Healthcare
Pizza Hut, Inc.
San Diego Air and Space Museum
San Diego Natural History Museum
Zoological Society of San Diego

Library Receives
Generous Bequests
The San Diego Public Library
Foundation recently received
two generous bequests. The
Ronald B. and H. Marina
Worley Estate named the
Library as the sole beneficiary,
with funds just under $1 mil-
lion to establish an endowment
to benefit the Rancho Bernardo
Branch Library. Marcia Grave
de Peralta died on September
17. Her bequest named the
Library as a beneficiary of 90
percent of the estate. These
funds, directed toward building
the new central library or
improving the branches, are
anticipated to be a high six-fig-
ure sum. It was Marcia’s wish
to honor her late son and an
appropriate memorial designa-
tion is being discussed. Both
bequests reflect the donors’
beliefs in the public library as a
free resource to information for
all people. 
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Thank you to the following
contributors who made
memorial gifts in memory
of:
Nancy Bark
Edward Brantz
Ofelia Guzman Brown
M. Goodjohn
Polly Hansen
Carol and David Romero

Louticia Brichan
Ann and Darrell Fanestil

Frances Burney
Rosalie T. York

Geraldine L. Crouch
John and Beth Crouch

Jim Flood
Nancy & Alan Spector & Family

Frank Goldstein
Dr. Sylvia Heyman
Esther and Jack Bloom

Doug Hedgpeth
T. Richard Evans
Shari and Stephen Griffin
Colombe McCarthy
Marilyn Nunn
Charlotte K. Perry
Tracy Shaw
Andrea Stamm
Cynthia and Thomas Stevens
Bernadette Y. Stratton
David and Sibyl Wescoe

Paul L. Isner
William and Billie Stack

Edward Joyce
Corina Corninsh

Joy T. McAllister
Allan C. McAllister

Helen Narramore
Nancy & Alan Spector & Family

Paul Nenner
Victoria A. Nenner

Grace L. Roos
Elizabeth and J.W. Ackermann
Gonul Velicelebi

Lorraine S. Rosenbaum
Harriet R. Wendell

Pat Shields
Friends of San Carlos Library

Charles S. Swift
Mr. and Mrs. Warren J. Oltmanns

Thank you to the following
contributors who made
tribute gifts in honor of:

Florence Ackerman
Nancy & Alan Spector & Family

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Kahn
Nancy & Alan Spector & Family

Gloria Kaplan
Max and Betty Balkin

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Kaplan
Nancy & Alan Spector & Family

Jack Jacobs
Nancy & Alan Spector & Family

Marco Thorne
Joyce C. Throne

Bob Scarano
Nancy & Alan Spector & Family

The Second Sunday Writer's
Group
Joyce M. Corum

Violet Selzer
Robert and Wendy Morrison

Nancy A. Spector
Susan and Charles Hayman

Thank you Corporate,
Organization and Foundation
Contributors

$10,000+
First 5 Commission/County of San Diego
QUALCOMM Incorporated

$1,000 to $9,999
San Diego Data Processing Corporation
Price Charities
SDSU Foundation
Great American Credit Union
San Diego People of Color Quilt Guild

$500 to $999
Albertson's
DBA Gateways Summer School
The Daro Foundation, Inc.
City of National City Public Library

$150 to $499
San Diego Production Inc.
City Chevrolet Volkswagen
The Heramb Charitable Foundation
Rancho Bernardo Community Council

$100 to $149
Green Barn Distributing

Library Contributors
The San Diego Public Library and Foundation thank the following contributors who made gifts of
$100 or more to support the Library from August through October 2007.



The newly opened North
University Community Branch
Library is a hit! Crowds streamed
into the Library at the September
grand opening and have continued
to make the Library a popular com-
munity destination. Attendance at
some Tuesday morning story times
has exceeded capacity and interest
in children’s crafts and reading pro-
grams is strong. 

The new 16,020 square foot
North University Community
Branch Library is the San Diego
Public Library’s 36th location. The
facility is at the heart of the new
City-owned Nobel Athletic Park
complex. The Library features large,
separate areas designated for chil-
dren and teens—the children and
storytelling areas alone are 4,593
square feet! The computer lab has
space for 16 computers with seven
other computers available in other

locations in the Library. The branch
sits in a culturally diverse neighbor-
hood and offers materials in
Spanish, Russian, Chinese,
Japanese, Korean, and Hebrew. 
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Photos by Lowell Waxman

Erin Gillum (left) reads to Sit Up and Read
dog Bitsy with sister Sidney and brother
Garrett. At the Library, children can read,
under supervision, to a certified therapy dog.
Research finds reading aloud to dogs can help
lessen anxiety for reluctant young readers. 

Yucan Chiu
reads to his 2-

year-old daughter.

Prakykow Garcis uses the self-check
machine at the grand opening. She said
she was “thrilled” by the branch’s new
book collection.

North University Community Branch Library: Meeting Community Needs

 


